references date from before 1966, with none after 1969. The experimental approach and the data presented are disappointing in that no new techniques are described and much of the work repeats what has been published elsewhere. Finally, the series of patients are, for the most part, small. Perhaps the most interesting chapter is that concerning the correlation of faecal fat with other metabolic and biochemical measurements. For specialists, the data on fbecal water and nitrogen may possibly be useful but even these data are often compromised by lack of clinical information. An outstanding example of this is in chapter 6, where several tables are presented concerning patients operated on for pseudocyst of the pancreas, with no clinical information at all and no indication as to what operation was performed.
I shall not give this book away but I am at a loss to know when next I shall find it useful. The production of this ninth edition is well up to the standard set in previous volumes.
As the editor states in his introduction, this is a valuable book for surgeons working in unfamiliar fields, and deprived of modern reference books and experienced advice. All conceivable surgical emergencies are most adequately dealt with; the only criticism is that sometimes too many alternative procedures are describedas, for instance, approaches to a strangulated femoral hernia. A most useful book with clear text and illustrations. E G TUCKWELL There are excellent chapters on the history of the development of transurethral resection; on the design and sterilization of instruments and on the details of operative techniques, with another on the way to train a new resectionist; all who teach transurethral surgery will agree that this is most difficult, time-consuming and frustrating, but at the same time rewarding.
Some of the chapters are concerned with all forms ofprostatectomy and not with transurethral
